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Which attend the 


tudy of the ScRIPTUREs in the Way of 
PRIVATE JUDGMENT, repreſented in a 
LETTER to a young Clergyman : In order 
to ſhow, That, ſince ſuch a Study of the 
SCRIPTURES is Men's indiſpenſible Duty, 
i& concerns all Chriſtian SocteT1Es to 
remove (as much as poſſible) thoſe Di 


couragements. 


— 


ang 
| By Francis Hare, D. D. 
Late Bis Hor of CHICHESTER, 


* r 


THE SixTH EDITION. 


— —— 11 


rr 
Printed by J. BusnzIL and J. GREEN, for D. 
GookIx in Marlborough - Strect. 1 7 4 9. 


* 


* + 


121725 100 | 


12 


4 


i 


i oY? « x " * 4 
= * - SS ®% „ 11 : 
? . 1 * * - - v 9 
* FS . - *) 5 
4 
9 rns a F- © ” - «& * 4 1 
5 4 K inne » . 0 6 4 
* . 
” © 7 £2 ory . 
V | | 
© ®* , * 1 a, * | | 
o 4 9 14 N 
— 2 ww x 
— . . Fu. RY \ & * L 4 
* dT, 7 1 . 9 
- * #0 
_—_— ' 
* M 4 18 13 * 65 X 
FF 3? #1 0 A young. ' q { ind. 
& wt - 4 . * d . * , 
* © 3 * 
1 . PR * a 
1 . N # F& b 
* 
9 f : j 


which you received, when we were 
', aft together, the Advice I ventured 
18 ve you in Relation to the Study 
s 1 0 the 8 riptures. For one, who is a 

2005 men belt, to ſeem to diſſuade 
oe his aun Order from 2 Study 
that has Fry many ig ot fri to recommend it ; and 
which, in the 45 of all geod Men, ought to be their 


chief Buſineſs as, I confeſs, the Appearance of a 
15 5 Para, d that of the wor/? Sort. It looks 
a Jike opery and 1 Feiefcrsft 5 U therefore young and 


7 tender 


4 A LETTER 
22, 70, EVO Gy, 27) 39D. 9 -\ » 
wunder Minds may eaſily ber bee ney.” 
the firſt Propoſal of it; Thoſe | Hari 
Senſe of the Excellency and: W's os ob de 45 
and are eagerly bent on lle F urfuits of Weh F ny n 
more immediately tend to the "Advance of Ju 
and Religion, As you are of that Number, and whal 
into Orders with no other View, but that you mighi 
the better ſtudy the Scriptures yourſelf, and advance theff 
Knowledge of them in the World, it was not expected t 
you Wel d preſently cõme into other Sentiments : Whic 
I am fo far from taking amiſs, that I .thipk it to you 
Commendation, that neither the Afe#ion nor Efteen 
you ſo often expreſs for an old Friend, could prevail 
with you to act a Part that might haye theA —_— of 
Levity in a Matter of fo much Conſequenc or is it 
leſs for your Credit, that you can retain your Opinion 
without looſing your Temper, or ſhewing a Backward 
neſs to hear what is to be ſaid againſt it. A Moſt Jem 
pers run into Extremes; they are eithef too volatile tc 
be fixed, or elſe ſo fixed, that no Force of Argument 
can move them. But it is your Happineſ, that you ca 
adhere without Obſtinacy, and change Without vity 
and therefore I ſhall think; it, no Trouble reſume the | 
Subject, anc lay before you, in the, bett Roger Lan, 
the Reaſons that ſeem. to make agen tus 70 
Scriptures in the May of ra. Fudgn etz which T hope) 
will not, upon cooler houghts, appear. ſo. e, a 99 
you. You will conſider they come fro 95 is | 
not more a Friend to you, than, he 4 Pg the, buch 
And, if Examples be of any Weight,” 1 90 aſſure \you 
this Side of the Queſtion is by no Mes ' deftitute of 


Proſelytes; and that, when you èome to know they 
World? 
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World! more, 1 find this Stüc negler7ad to 2 De 
Free you little i But it is Redſons, not 
will kee You: ro jet tefore to wers 
e in WIN SlWon aA oc; Y el 2 
1 Firſt hee bite to 5 Thit che Stuly eg be 
went 17 fuch' k thorough Study of them, L nean; a 
might yd 2ipn at, is is ekttemely dient, and nal to de ſactets- 
de the fully, purſued, w. 'thour a very great and conſtant Appli! 
ected cation, and a previous Knowletpe bf many, other Paris of 
Vhbichf üfefal Leatning. The New! 7e HAD carinidt be anller- | 
your] ſtood without the Old; the Truths, revealed in- one, 
een are grounded on the Prophecies contained due v Nr: 
revail Which makes the Study of the whole Seriptudes neceſſary 
ce off to bim, that would under ſtand thoroughly n Put of 
r is ith chem. Nor c the Apoeryphil. Boo tr, how hgh ſoever 
nion they are generally ſlighted, be "ately neglected; there 
vard - being a great Chaſm of Five ir bs Yeats between 
em- the End of the Prophets, and the LET nning of: the err 4 
e to pelt; which Period x is of the p fot ce: under 
ent} ftanding of the New- 2 atid er the>Jeaft 
i known. But now, if the OA. Teffimen muſtabe well 
4 ſtudied, a good Knowledge oFthe Orient W 
a abſolutely neceſſary. No Man can de ignorant ha 
ran, knows any Thing of Letters, * that no Verliod uf wid 
4% Books can be thoroughly depend en; the Mistakes 
are To many, and. Medes 0 (Bar Moment z efpect- 
ally the Verſions 6f | . wy Langua ge i un- 
bod, and many Potts of if in le 5 
An and thôſe Bees ſuch as he de e ode 
are almoſt Woolly Strangers d. % But] pat: we Ol 
' theſe" Difreitries (were leſs than deyt ate, - 30/185 Ho ieaty 
latter to add is Greet and! But the Knowleüge uf fo 
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many: etber Languages, » Do not they two alone ting y 
Werk enough, for moſt, Scholars? What Pains. then 
muff aMan take, if he will ſtudy ſo many others beſides ? 
And, if the Knowledge of the Old Teſſament could be 
diſpenſed. with, | give me Leave to tell you, that the . 
eyen of the New-Te/tament, is not to be un- 
derſtocn with ſo little Pains as is commonly imagined. 
I is learnt indeed in Schools, and from hence thought to I. 
be the daſieſt Greek that can be read; but they who have 
reallcit in another Manner than School-Boys know it to f 
be quite otherwiſe. Not to mention the Difficulties pe- 
culiar to St, Paul, whoſe Epiſtles are a very great Part of 
the Neuer Te/tament ;' Plato and Demoſthenes are in many (| 
Reſpects not ſo hard, as even the ea/zer Books. TheStyle | 
iodeed, in the biſtorical Books, is plain and ſimple; but, K 
for all chat, even thoſe Parts have their Difficulty : And | 
the Whole is wrig..in a Language peculiar to the Fews : 
The Idiom is Hcbreiu or Syriac, though the Words be | 
Greek; which makes. ſome Knowledge of thoſe Lan; 
guapes:ſtil}neceſlary, ß. wy ©. 
Again; though it were not neceſſary to read the Old- 
Teflamem in the Original, yet the Greek Verſion of it 
muſt be read, and that carefully; it being oftentimes 
the beſt, if not the only Help, to explain the Language 
of the Neu; belides that, all Citations in the New are 
lily made from. it; But now, how laborious a | 
Thing muſt it bez to ſtudy an ill Verſion of a ver 
hard Book, Which we cannot read in the Original. 
Icallſit an ill Tes: For though it be indeed 4 Ne 
good one, conſideting the Time it was writ in, yet, 
asa Verſion, it muſt be allowed by thoſe who can 
Julge uf u, $0 be far fram being exact or true. A Man 


Term need 


„ TN 
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and $ced only conſult it on ſome hard Flaces in the"Pents- 
es Lach 2s well as in the Poetick or Prophetick Books, to 

| be F convinced of this. It was 'certainly far from 8 
the t fr ft, and is made much worſe by the Corruptions it 


as ſuffered in handing down to us: So that I may ven- 
ure to affirm, that ſhould any Body now a days make 
„ 4 Verſion ſo imperfect, inſtead of Admmirativn andEfteem, 
is Work would be much deſpiſed dy moſt of our mo- 
Fern Criticks. 
I might to theſe add many other Difficulties that At- 
nd a ſerious Stidy of the New-Teftiment. It requires 
18556 — r the State — the os pf 
e Jour ur's ng ; thei 
4 22 — oe Cl "raditions, 
Opinions, Sects; the Kinde of Learnin g therived among 
m ; what they borrowed from the rute; Ion 
ir myſtical and Allegorical Manner of expounding 
the Scriptures began, and 'on'what' Grounds ; ' whit 
their particular Expectations were in Relation to the 
1Meffiah, and what they taught, and on what Grounds, 
in Relation to Angels, Diemen, N es, 
iracles, &c, 6 \ 
| But it is in vain, you y, to tell ou of Difficult! 
Jou are reſolved not to be re: Von N ne 
r before you, good Eyes, a ſtro Sabi on; a Mit 
+ prepared for Fatigue, a reaſon x of Skill Shan 
13 Languages, and'are Furniſhed — 
Lage in all the Parts of uſeful Nea that are prepa- 
iN ratory to this Study: So that Diffeutties animate; ta er 
To than diſhearten you: And Fam not bnwilling” ſo far te 
fiagree with you; that were there vo Obje&tin 5 
* this Study, but ie Diffailty, wür done ould nt — 
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Te * Put if you are able 
Study, I preſume N at 
e ties ſake, Y ou can 
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2 Sach of the Her iy 
ervice, for the ole er 


Wasn. ache G Ms Jars ot 22 
fe nl ging Onbedur Faith is BY 
Kay e col Scriptures, 
be allowed, were 
bor argued — 1 — in a _myſtical$cci! 
5 ee "who, Was, the gręateſt 
ani had;bred to that Time, perpetually 
| e g Scripture. 8 — OO on! 
CONC 75 *. tne Own du 
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in the Judgment af 2 

555 mes, thongs: to be of little Uſe; po 

1 12 21 Au gertain, that therCriging Language of but 
eNament was known to very few ſor the fist pte 
ras which thoſe, Generel, Councils were held, Bil 
1 * the;Articles, of the Oribagox, Fairb, were, ſetæ fac 
Fx, 89? 115 elyes,, and determined'tall bis 

Barn gs by, the, Crack. Verſion; and f — 
12 75 n Hm, whether.they took 0, the he 
mee Si Van, had the Misfortune to br. Sol c 
e, S0 it wanwith Origen, who knew the 0 
ſo well, that be had tbem all by Heart. A Bus $4 
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ablefele better: So that this Study ſeems to have been 
arg little Uſe to the E/tabli/hment of the Orthodox Faith. 
now if an exact and critical Knowledge of the Scriptures 
ii as not neceſſary to the ſettling of the Faith, it cannot 
„ neceſſary to the Under ſtanding of it, or to the Under- 
hatEanding thoſe who have writ'be/t in the Explication and 
hat Pefence of it. On the contrary, ſuch a Knowledge 
rip-#nds to liſen our Eſteem for the Fathers of the Church, 
#a-þy diſcovering their Miftakes; and may weaken our 
7 Regard do the Deciſions of Councils, by expoling the 
in- Falſeneſs of the Ground they ſeem to be built on. A 
es, Man, well ſkilled in the literal S-nſe of the Scriptures, 
re pill often find, in the Fathers and Councils, Texts of 
calS$ccipture urged very inſufficiently ; and great Streſs laid 
ef pon Paſſages, which, when critically explained, prove 
ly thing, or perhaps make again/i them. Which ſupgeſts 
m o me a third Reaſon, why it may ſeem that ſuch a 
u Þtudy can do no Good. And that is, "36 
af} 3dly. Becauſe the Orthodox Faith does not depend 
b Þpon the Scriptures conſidered abſolutely in themſelues, 
af put as explained by C atholict Tradition. The Faith was 
v4 Þreſerved in Creed, and handed down from one orthodox 
d, Biſhop to another, whoſe Buſineſs it was to keep this 
# facred Depoſitum pure and undefiled, and to deliver it to 
his Succeſſor entire as he received it. It was by this 
id Tradition the main Articles of Faith were preſerved in 
be the Church, and not from any particular Study of the 
criptures, The Ground therefore of theſe Articles 
uſt carefully be diſtinguiſhed from the Scriptures that. 
is $ave been brought in Proof of them. Theſe Proofs may 
weak and inconcluſive, but the Truth ſtands inde- 
pendent of them. It is the Faith they have recerued ; 
e = B 2nd, 
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and if at any Time they argue weakly for it from t Ly 
Scriptures it is an Argument indeed againſt their Lear 4t 


but none againſt their Orthodoxy, 
therefore may ſeem another good Argum 
prove, that an exact and car Study of the — i 
not a ſafe mea Study, It is a much ſafer as wel 
as a more compendious Way to make a Man orthodox, tc 
ſtudy the Tradition of the Church. 
But you will ſay, that to ſend you rom Scripture te 
Tradition, is to turn you out of Paradiſe, the Garden of 
God, into a vaſt confuſed bewildered Wood ; and thai 
this is ſo far from mending the Matter, that it is te 
Times more laborious than the Study I would difſuade 
— u from: And ſo, I confeſs, it is if all the eccleſiaftical 
riters were to be carefully read, in order to know t 
Catholick Tradition. But that is not my Meaning: 
Subſtance of Catholick Tradition lies in much leſs Com 
paſs : The E/abliſhed Church, you will allow, is Ortho 
dex in all neceſſary Points. If therefere you know the 
Senſe of the E ablifted Church, you have in Epitome the 
Church Catholick : and therefore you need only ſtudy: 
her Opinions to make you Orthodox: And this the moſt 
illiterate Man may find in the Liturgy and Articles, 
This, I truſt you will allow, is as hf a Way, as could a 
be wiſhed of knowing all that is neceſſary to be known. hn. 
A very little Time will ſerve a Man to read, in his 
Mother Tongue, Things which all together will not 80 
fill a moderate Volume, and he will be Orthodox enough, ! 
and have a great deal of Time to ſpare for other Studies, th 
that will turn to more Account, Beſides that it is o 
great Advantage to go in a Way that is /afe 2s well as 


Hert; and will lead you into — 
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| Truths, without the Hazard of falling into any dan- 
rous Opinion. e 
4thly. But if you will inſiſt that it is Scripture and not 
raditian, that the Faith is founded on; There is one 
„ bing further I muſt put you in Mind of, which may 
wel em to prove, that a profound and laborious Study of the 
- te rPtures will not make you at all the more Orthodox. 
ut is a fundamental Principle amongſt Proteſtants, that 
whatever is neceſſary to be believed is plainly and clearly 
revealed in the Scriptures ; and conſequently what is 
hot plainly and clearly revealed in them, cannot be neceſſa- 
. Now /if what is plain and clear in Scripture is the 
Þnly Part that is neceſſary to be known, then a laborious 
. _\Þcarch into the obſcurer Parts may ſeem unneceſſary to the 
btaining a true orthodox Faith. You will ſay perhaps 
hat notwithſtanding this Declaration of Proteſtants, it 
m. May and has been urged againſt them by their Adverſa- 
35. Ties, that they de believe, and maintain as neceſſary, Arti- 
the Jes that cannot be proved by plain and clear Paſſages of 
the Seripture. This, 1 confeſs, has been urged, and may 
de poſſibly be true of all Parties of them, except the Eſla- 
— bliſbed Church: But, if it be, it proves only that they are 
1, Not true to their Principle: Not that the Principle is 
id 

n 
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ot 
b, 

8, 

0 

as 
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'Fnot in itſelf true and good. And he ſurely muſt be 
allowed to be the beſt Proteſtant, who adheres beſt to 
„the Principle on which the Reformation was founded. 

5thly. Once more: Suppoſing the Study of the 
Scriptures as neceſſary as you pleaſe ; in the /a/? Place, 

I fay, and I am ſure the World will ſay it with me, 

that they have been /ufficiently Audied already; and, if 

any Parts remain ſtill obſcure, who can hope to clear 

* ſup Paſſages that have * ſo many great Men ? —— 
. | 1 | wil 
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will preſume in diſputable Points to ſet up his pri Cnc 
vate Judgment, againſt them that were Men of morſyav 
Learning, of abler Parts, of greater Application, anſhac 
better acquainted with the Tradition of the Church, thaſph⸗ 
any one will now be allowed to be? And (which he 
the b:ſtGuide in Knowledge ofReligion)they were moreſſ[ter 
over Men of the moſt exemplary Piety, Devotion, anYan 
Humility ; Vertues, of which very little Foot-fteps arſiha 
to be found in the learned Men of our Times. 

Muſt not now a Man have a firong Bent of MinRro 
indeed, who cannot, by all theſe Reaſons, be diſſuadeFnd 
from giving himſelf up to a Study, that may by many ben 
thought as unprofitable as it is laborious ? But will go on 
in Defiance of all that has been ſaid to convince hinfhe 
that he waſtes himſelf in vain, and that there will be »We 
Fruits of all his Labour, but to know he knows. nothing Yo 
I call that nothing, which will turn to no Account. ty 

But to ſhew you ] am diſpoſed to make all poſſiblꝰ I 
Conceffions, I will grant that even this Objection mighthoi 
be got over, were this the worſt of it: But I have onehic 
Argument ftill in Reſerve, that J am perſuaded will be 
deciſive. My | Ja 

III. Third Argument then is this: That a painful, Bu 
exact, impartial Study of the Scriptures will by ſome bein; 
thought not only to do no Good, but alſo a great deal offi: 
Hurt, both to the Publick, and to yourſelf. n 

1ſt. It will do Hurt to the Publick, It will difturb$ 
the Peace of the Church, and that cannot but have a ma- pe 
lignant Influence on the State. 7 

It is certain that Diſputes in the Church diſturb the 
Peace of it: And it is as certain theſe Diſputes have 
been generally raifed by Men pretending to a ſuperior 
Knowledge 
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pri Tnowledge of the Scriptures, and to Diſcoveries that 
morfjave eſcaped others. The Scriptures have always been 
ade this Uſe of by the Hereticks of old; and it is the 
haracter of the great Hereticks of this and the laſt Age, 
Sho have ſet up for a free and impartial Search into" the 
teral Senſe of the Scriptures above the reſt of the Chriſ- 
an World. But with what Succeſs ? They have pur- 
haſed their pretended Knowledge of the Scriptures at 
e Expence of their Reputation, and their Study has de- 
royed their Orthodoxy. And were not their Books 
nd Opinions carefully ſupprefſed, and their Perſons 
ndered odious to the People, who knows what = 
bances they might have created to the Church ? 
De other Hand, the Peace the Church has enjoyed many 
e Mears, among it's own Members, ſeems to be owing to 
ing o one Thing more, than to a general Neglect of this 
tudy ; and the Dangers, that at preſent threaten it's 
ſſible Tranquility, come wholly from Men, who have endea- 
IightFoured to revive a Study that has ſo often proved per- 
onepicious to it's Peace. | 
be Nor can it well be otherwiſe: For what Security 
as a Man that ſets out in this Way; that attempts to 
ful, Pudy the Scriptures in a free and impartial Manner, lay- 
' beJng aſide all Prepoſſeſſions and previous Notions, reſol- 
ing to ſee with his own Eyes, and judge for himſelf, 
nd to believe nothing that he is not, upon his own 
urbÞearch, convinced is clearly contaiged in them? What 
ma-S$ecurity has ſuch a Man, that he hall not fall into ſome 
Opinions that have already been condemned as erroneous 
the ind heretical, or which may interfere with thoſe that 
ave re commonly received; which, if they do not imme- 
10r Yiately ſtrike at any fundamental Point, yet will be 
Ige thought 
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thought to do ſo; and, may have a: Tendency to put 
Scruples into weak Minds, and to diſturb the Peace of 
the: Gburch, by ' raiſing Doubts about the Meaning or 
Truth of ſome Articles, or by aſſerting that an explicit 
Belief of them is not neceſſary ? It is ſo natural for cu- 
rious and inquiſitive Minds to deviate from the commor 
Road, and the Examples are ſo many, that it is odds but 
Ton do ſo too, unleſs you had more Lead in your Cor 
ſtitution, or a more refined Underſtanding, than an 
curious Man ever bad yet; otherwiſe you cannot be 
ſure, that you ſhall not ſtudy yourſelf into Doubts 
leaſt, if not into oppoſite Opinions concerning ſome 7 
ceived Notions. . You will doubt perhaps concerning 
the Authority or Author of ſome Canonical Book, 
think perhaps that ſome Paſlages are interpolated, or thay. 
ſome celebrated Texts are not genuine, or ſhould be 
therwiſe read, or have not been rightly underſtood, 
do not prove the Point they are commonly brought for. Yo 
may fall into Notions that will be — tending tc 
Arianiſm, or the like: You may rejet Argun 
brought from the Old-Tefament to prove the Trinity, : 
trifling, and proving nothing but the Ignorance of tho 
that make uſe of them. ' You may think a Prophecy 
a literal Meaning, where commonly the my/tical 
thought the only one. You may think that many Tex! 
in the Nero - Teſlament, which are ſtrong againſt the 8 
einians, do not pros ggainſt the Arian Notion, T 
the Title, Son of Godgihas not always one uniform Meat 
ing in the Goſpel; and that that ſingle Expreſſion, 
itſelf, is no Proof of any Thing in God analogous t 
Generation in Men, That the identical Conſub/tantiall 
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of the Son, the eternal Proceſſion of the Ipirit, and mai 
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t0-a young Clergyman. 75 
her Notions relating to the Trinity, though they may 
true in themſelves, are not ſo in virtue of the Texts 
ledged for them. Theſe Notions learned Men have 
llen into; and from thence it is to be preſumed, you 
ill not eaſily keep clear of them. I chuſe to inſtance 
iefly in Matters relating to the Trinity, becauſe it is 
e Controverſy now on Foot: But the like may be 
id on many other Articles; in each of which the 
ruth is but one, but the Errors infinite: And there is 
rdly any Notion with Reſpect to any of them, which 
me learned Man, by following his own private Fudg- 
, inſtead of taking the Doctrine of the Church for his 
Puide, has not fallen into. BI 
Now if you ſhould ſtudy yourſelf into any new Opi- 
ions, or into ad ones that have been condemned, what 
ill you do ? Will you keep them to yourſelf, or pub- 
Iſn them? Or ſhall I rather ſay, It is no Queſtion. 
The Authors of new Notions are apt to be very fond of 
em : They think it barbarous and cruel, to ſtifle the 
fant in it's Birth. There is a ſecret Pleaſure in Sin- 
1 ularity: To differ from the Vulgar is, in Appearance, 
d be above them; and to be diftinguiſhed from the 
— erd, is too great a Temptation to be eaſily reſiſted. 
ut had you Prudence enough to govern your Ambition, 
onſcience may come in here, and make you do what 
mbition could not. The Truths, you think you have 
PÞſcovered, either are, or will be thought by you, of too 
uch Importance to the Honour of God, and the Good 
„Religion, to be concealed. You will look on them 
nal the Bleſſings of God on your Studies; and think it a 
nan pital Crime to extinguiſh the Light, and ſuppreſs the 
towledge he has imparted to you. In ſhort, you will 
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think yourſelf under the highe/? Obligation not to diſſem | 
ble in religious Matters, and conceal, from the Churdiff.. 
of God, Opinions which you are convinced are not on. 
ly true, but of great Service to it. Let me then co 
clude, that the novel or revived Opinions, which yo 
Study leads you into, will be publiſhed to the World 
What now will be the Conſequence ? Certain Miſchief 
but no certain Good at all. No Good, I (ay ; for po 
ſibly your Notions may be wrong, or not of Conſe 
quence ; and whether they are or not, the Preſumpti 
againſt you will be ſo ſtrong, that your Notions will nc 
be received, and perhaps not examined: They will | 
condemned as novel Notions, or as exploded ones. Ane 
whatever you advance, it will be thought a certai 
Proof of it's being of no Conſequence, that in ſo man 
Ages it has never been received. There is no Roo 
therefore to expect, that what you advance ſhould be r. 
ceived, or do any Good. But the Miſchief is ſure an 
certain: It will raiſe Scruples in weak unſtable Mina 
ſap the Foundations of the orthodox Faith, and give 
Handle to ſceptical Men; who, becauſe ſome I hing 
are called into Doubt ( though incidental Matters onl) 
and of little Conſequence ) will think they have a Rigt 
from thence to queſtion every Thing. H hus t. 
Church and effabliſhed Faith will ſuffer by the Scrup\ 
put into it's Friends, and the Handle given to it's En 
mies. And, when religious Diſputes are begun, de/igni 
Mem know how to intermix Affairs of State with then 
and then Nobody knows where they will end, or w 
Miſchief they may not do. Whereas if you can | 
content to go in the beaten Raad; if you will inplici 
ſubmit to the received Notions, and humbly think ü 

WF Judęm 
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flen Joment of the Church, where it is not the ſame, better 
my an your own, you will be out of Harms Way, and nei- 


er hurt the Church nor your ſelf. 
2. I add yourſelf, as another Motive that ought to 
ve great Weight with you in this Queſtion : For you 
6rld nnot diſturb the Peace of the Church, without being 
1 catly a Sufferer yourſelf. If you really do not diſturb 
Po, Peace, it is all one, you will be interpreted to do it, 
one that will bring on you more Evils than I could wiſh 
pig my greateſt Enemy. In a Word, you will be tho't 
Il nol rx retick ; a Term, which there is a ſtrange Magick 
ill by though it has no determinate Meaning in the Mouth 
ANF the People, nor any ill Meaning in itſelf. It is ſup- 
SB ſed to include in it every Thing that is bad: It makes 
ery Thing appear odious and deformed ; it diſſolves 
Loon F riendſhips, extinguiſhes all former kind Sentiments, 
de . wever juſt and well deſerved; and, from the Time a 
. 4 lan is deemed a Heretic, it is Charity to act ag-inft all 
ules of Charity; and, the more they violate the Laws 
God in dealing with him, it is, in their Opinion, do- 
Yo God the greater Service. 
on That you may not think this is ſaid at random, purely 
| frighten you into a Compliance with me ; let me de- 
e you to conſider ſeriouſly the natural Conſequences 
being under the Imputation of Hereſy. And the 
Ft I would obſerve is, that, from the Moment your 
2"'Frople have this Opinion of you, you are incapacitated 
Om working much Good upon them ; and that, I am 
WYre, ſo good a Man as you are, muſt think to be a great 
n. Wil. While they think you Orthodox, your virtuous and 


* offenſive Behaviour, your ſtrict Sobriety and Tempe- 
ice, your affable and familiar Manner of converſing 
4 C with 
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with them, your generous and charitable Regards tf 
thoſe who are ſick or in Diſtreſs ; theſe good Qualitie 
joined to your plain and eaſy, but affectionate and me 
ving Manner of inſtructing them, have a mighty Influ 
ence, and you may lead them as you pleaſe : They ad 
mire and endeavour to imitate your good Example 
Your virtuous Conduct is a conftant, though tacit, Re 
proof when they do amiſs : The very Sight of you is 
Lecture of Virtue to them; and the Influence you hay 
already had, in the little Time you have been amon 
them, is too viſible to be denied. But from the Ti 
you are called Heretich, much of the Good, you coul 
have done, is at an End. Thoſe, who before had a ſe 
cret Veneration of you, think it their Duty to defa 
and injure you: Your Virtue they call Hypocriſy, you 
Humility ſpiritual Pride: They look on you as an aba 
doned Wretch ; that God has withdrawn his Grac 
and that the Devil is at the Bottom of all that you hay 
been doing; that nothing can better teſtify their Orth 
doxy, than to throw off all Regard both to your Doctrin 
and Example ; and, for Fear they ſhould ſeem to be ir 
fected with your Errors, they will return to the Vice 
you had perſuaded them to leave, and, for the future 
will take effectual Care not to be the better for you. 
Nobody can do much Good, whom the People d 
not think a good Man; and that cannot be expectec 
when ſo much Reproach and Infamy will, right « 
wrong, be heaped on you, if you do not continue Orth 
dex. And this you cannot doubt, if you will but reflet 
on what paſſes under your own Eyes: And therefore 
is in vain for you to fancy your Virtue will protect yo 
No, the moft conſpicuous Virtue will not be believed. 
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If you are guilty of no open Vices, ſecret ones will 
> imputed to you : Your Enquiries will be called vain, 
. Brious, and forbidden Studies. Pride and Ambition will 

' ſaid to be the ſecret Springs of them: A Search after 
ruth will be called a Love of Novelty : I he Doubting 
a ſingle Text will be Scepticiſm : The Denying of an 
gument, a Renowncing of the Faith, To ſay what the 
\Friptures have ſaid, and in the very ſame Words too, if 

dt explained in the common Way, will be Blaſpheniy; 
d the moſt ſincereConcern for the Honour of Almighty 
50d, you cannot be ſure, will not be interpreted down- 
ght Atheiſm. Every Thing you ſay, or do, will have 
wrong Turn givenit. A Slip of Memory ſhall be 

ade wilfull Prevarication : A Miſtake in a Citation 
Pall be Forgery and Corruption: An Error, in an in- 
dental Point of Learning, ſhall be a good Proof you 
Wow nothing. Every inaccurate Expreſſion ſhall be 
eſſed into a Crime: Any little Warmth of Temper 
jall be aggravated into Pride and Politiveneſs, into a 
ontempt of Authority and ill Manners, In ſhort, all 
1 5 Indiſcretions of a Man's former Liſe ſhall be ript 
. W ; and nothing forgiven, that can be remembted or 
„ Wained to his Diſadvantage. And where is the Man 

Pat can be fond of ſuch Uſage ? For my Part, I am free 
declare, I am afraid I ſhould not have Virtue or Cou- 
ge enough to undergo ſuch a hery Trial. 

Now all this a Man will draw upon himſelf, that 
Wings himſelf under thelmputation of Hereſy, Where- 
the Orthodox Man lives quiet and at Eaſe, unmoleſted 
d unenvied. His Faults (and who has not ſome ? ) 
Wall be extenuated or excuſed, if not quite buried in O- 
Wivion: His Want of Temper ſhall be a commendable 
C 2 Zeal; 
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ns atones for all Vices, and Here 
6: - viſhes , That this is nothing but ot 
* n ruth, I appeal to what you every Day hear 2 
. Ie, y ou know, two Clergymen of the Town ut 
= 5 * have futied themſelves into Hereſy, or at leaſt io 
= 2 Swſpicionof it: Both of them Men of fair unblemi/Wnd 


Characters: One has all his Life been cultivating Pie 
and Virtue, and good Learning. Rigidly conſtant hj 
ſelf in the publick and private Duties of Religion; 
always promoting in others Virtue and ſuch Learning 
he thought would conduce moſt to the Honour of Ge 
by manifeſting the Greatneſs and Wiſdom of his Wor 
He has given the World ſufficient Proofs that he! er 
not miſpent his Time, by very uſeful Works of 7 
Ioſophy and Mathematics: He hath applied one to e 
Explication of the ether, and endeavoured by both, 


The Right Reverend Author here referrs to 
WWIISs TON, and Dr. SAMUEL CLARKE. | 
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udy of Nature, he early joined the Study of the S§crip- 
res ; and his Attempts, whatever the Succeſs be, were 
leaſt well meant; and conſidering the Difficulty of 
e Subjects he has engaged in, it muſt be allowed that 
the Main they are well aimed: And if he has not ſuc- 
eded, no more have others who have meddled with 
e ſame Subjects. Nor is he more to be blamed than 
ey. To be blamed, did I ſay, I ſhould have faid, not 


ſs to be commended, For ſure it is a commendable De- 
gn, to explain Scripture Difficulties, and to remove 


e Objections of prophane Men, by ſhewing there is 
othing in the ſacred Writings, but what is true and 


Mational. 


But what does a Life, thus -fpent, avail? To what 
urpoſe ſo many watchful Nights, and weary Days? 


ſeful to the World? So many noble Specimens of a 

great Genius, and of a fine Imagination? It is the 
oor Man's Misfortue ( for poor he is, and like to be, 
ot having the leaſt Preferment ) to have a warm Head, 
nd to be very zealous in what he thinks the Cauſe of 
od. He thinks Prudence the worldly Wiſdom con- 
emned by Chrift and his Apoſtles, and that it is groſs 
Prevarication and Hypocriſy to conceal the Diſcoveries 
e conceives he has made, This Heat of Temper be- 
rays him into ſome indifcreet Expreſſions and haſty Aſ- 
ertions: Deſigning to hurt Nobody, he fancies Nobody 
eſigns to hurt him ; and is ſimple enough to expect the 
ame favourable Allowances will be made to him, that 
e ſees made to thoſe who write againſt him. As to his 
Learning, 
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Foley the Glory of the great Creator. And to his 


o much Piety and Devotion? So much Mortification 
Ind Self-Denial? Such a Zeal to do Good, and to be 
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Learning, it is his Misfortune that he is not ſkill'd eng 
in the learned Languages to be a great Critick in them 
and yet ſeems not to be ſenſible of his Deficiency in 
Reſpect. And what Advantage is taken of this, that | 
has not leſs Heat and more Criticiſm ? His Learning 
treated in that Manner, that you would think he d 
not know the firſt Elements of Greet; though, even 
that, he is much ſuperior to moſt of thoſe who make 
free with him: And you every Day hear his Perfot 
mances run down as Whimſies and Chimeras, by Me 
who never read them, and, if they did, could not and: 
land them. Nor does his J/armth of Temper come o 
better: It is all over Ob/tinacy, Pride and heretical Pra 
vity; a Want of Modeſty and due Deference to juſt Au 
thority : They, that ſpeak moſt favourably, look upo 
him as crazed, and little better than a Madman. This 
the poor Man's Character; and, low as he is, they ca 
not be content to leave him quiet in his Poverty: Where 
as, had he not been early poſſeſſed with a paſſionateLoy 
for the Scripture and Philoſophy 3 had he not thought | 
his Duty above all Things to promote the Glory of Ged 
and been perſuaded That could no Way fo well be done 
as by the Study of his rd and Worts; it is more tha 
probable he had, at this Time, been Orthodox: And the 
inſtead of his preſent Treatment, his Faults would hav: 
been overlooked ; the Learning, he excclls in, woul; 
have been extolled, and no Defect would have beeg 
found in other Parts of it. He would have been crie 
up as an Ornament of the Age, and no Prefermen 
would have been denied or envied him. 
This you know to be the Caſe with one of the neu 
Hereticts; the other is ſo prudent in his Conduct, tha 
hz 
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comes under but a S*/picion of favouring the ſame 
tions. How now is he treated? Prudence in him is 
great a Crime as the ant of it in the other. The 
Wrudent Man is treated as a Madman, and a rank Arian : 
e prudent one is leſs a Heretick, but more dangerous : 
prius acceſſit ad evertendam Eccleſiam; and therefore 
greater Alarm muſt be raiſed againſt him. And 
Met has he done? Why, he has, with a great deal of 
—_ ins, brought together, in the beft Manner, he could, all 
& Paſſages in the New-Te/ftament relating to the Doc- 
ne of the Trinity. And ſo far his Work is what thoſe, 
o differ from him, ſbauld be pleaſed with, ſince he has 
ought the Materials together, to enable Men to form 
right Judgment of the Queſtion in Diſpute ; and 
put into their Hands, if he be in the wrong, the beſt 
eapons againſt himſelf, But he has interpreted ſome 
xts in a Manner that is not liked : It is true, he has 
he J but not once, that I remember, has he given an In- 
G. pretation that is purely of his own Head. He brings 
at Vouchers, and, if he err, it is always in good Com- 
ny. This is his Offence: He has maintained, with 
any others, particularly the late Dean of St. Paul's, in 
ppolition to Sabellianiſm, that the three Perſons of the 
inity, are three real diſtinct Beings; and the Belief of 
Wree really diftin Beings perfectly equal, he maintains 
ith Dr. South, to be Tritheiſm; and that there muff there- 
re be a Subordination, Now whether this Notion be 
ght or not; if he cannot eſcape ill Treatment, give 
WeLeave to ſay, that, if your ſtudy ſhould lead you into 
ly Opinons contrary to what is generally received, 
Pu can with no Reaſon expect better Quarter. 


Neis a Man, who has all the goed Qualities, that can 


meet 
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meet together to recommend him: He is poſſeſſed of a 
the Parts of Learning that are valuable in a Clergymani 


* 


in a Degree that few poſſeſs any ſingle one: He has join 
to a good Skill in the three learned Languages a gre 
Compaſs of the beſt Philoſophy and Mathematicks ; as af 
pears by his Latin Works; and his Engliſh ones are ſuq ar 
a Proof of his own Piety, and of his Knowledge in Diviniiſſſe 
and have done ſo much Service to Religion, as woulWoe:e 
make any other Man, that was not under the Suſpicidan 
of Hereſy, ſecure of the Friendſhip and Efteem of all goc 
Churchmen, eſpecially the Clergy. And to all this Pi- 
and Learning, and the good uſe that has been made @: 
it, is added, a Temper happy beyond Expreflion : 
ſweet, eaſy, modeſt, inoffenſive, obliging Behaviour Wot: 
dorns all his Actions; and no Paſſion, Vanity, Inſfolenc 
or Oftentation, appear either in what he writes « 
ſays ; and yet theſe Faults are oiten incident to the be 
Men, in the Freedom of Converſation, and in writin 
againſt impertinent and unreaſonable Adverſaries, eſp 
cially fuch as ſtrike at the Foundations of Virtue ar 
Religion. This is the Learning, this the Temper of t 
Man, whoſe Study of the Scriptures has betrayed him in 
a Suſpicion of ſome heretical Opinions : And, becauſe 
has, he muſt be blacked and defamed; he muſt be wo! 
ried out of the great and clear Reputation he is poſſeſſt 
of: And he, that has ſo many ſhining Qualities, m 
be inſulted by every worthleſs Mretch, as if he had 
little Learning and Virtue, as the loweſt of thoſe w 
are againſt him. What Protection now can you prom 
yourſelf from your Virtue, when a Man of ſuch a Ch 
rater cannot be ſaſe in his good Name? W hate 
therefore you do, be Orthidex ; Orthidoxy will cover 

Mullitu 
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you therefore ſecure that an Imputation of Hereſy wilh; 
not end in the Ruin of yourſelf and Family? You ane 
our Children will not be burnt indeed; but you main 

be as effeRually ruined as if you were. You' may 
excommunicated ; and in Vertue of that be thrown into W/ 
Jail to rot there, while your Family are ſtarving. Ann 
(which cannot be too well conſidered ) wheihy 
once you come into thoſe Circumſtances, what is ther! 
can deliver you? Your Puniſhment will laſt and be thi 
ſame, as long as you continue in the ſame Mind, } 
Rule of Puniſhment, peculiar to the Ecclea/tical State; 
In civil Caſes, the Offender, if his Crime be not capital; 

ſuffers a temporary Puniſhment, proportioned to the 
Fault he has committed; and, when he has undergoneſl f 
that, nothing further is required of him, except} 
in ſome caſes to find Security for his good Behaviour fo 
the future. But in Caſes of Hereſy, there is no Regard | 
to the Degree of the Offence, in the Puniſhment ioflit 
ed, Nor is there any End of it. It is not enough to 
have ſuffered the ſevere? Puniſhment, though for the 
ſmalleſt Offence ; it is not enough to give Security of 
not offending for the future. The innocent Offender 
muſt declare ( what it is oftentimes impoſſible he ſhould 
— that he has changed his Sentiments, and is be- 
come Orthodox ; and this, though perhaps no Methods 
of Conviction have been uſed, except that of Puniſhment 
be one. —Fhis is the miſerable Condition of a convift 
Heretick: The Puniſhment, which fell on him for ex- 
preſſing Thoughts heretical, he muſt continue to endure 
for barely Thinking ; which is a Thing not in his own 
Power, but depends on the Evidence that appears to him: 
He muſt forever ( cruel Juſtice ! ) forever ſuffer for his 
private 
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reſy wil ;vati Thoughts ( though they go not beyond his own 
You a eart ) the Puniſhment which ſome Overt- Act has once 
ou marawn upon him. To puniſh tories quoties, as often as 


may ſs theſe Overt-Acts are repeated, will not ſatisfy the 
n into W731 Office ; Nor can a Forbearance of ſuch Acts avail 
An ny Thing, or a Promiſe of Silence for the Future; 
whe hich yet is all that is in a Man's Power. No; he 
S therqnuſt recant, whether he can or not; and gene rally it is 
be t equired to be done in Words drawn up for hm. So 
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hat, if he do not ſee Reaſon to change his Opinion; 
and will not ſay he has changed, when he has not ; he is 
in for Life, and his Puniſhment can only end with it. 
Indeed, on every Suppoſition, a Man excommunicated 
for Hereſy has a ſad Time of it, For, if he does not re- 
cant, he is (as I have ſaid ) in Priſon for Life, and his 
ur fo Family muſt ſtarve ; And, if he does recant, What does 
egard he get by it ? His Liberty inceed, but what elſe ? Will 
flict People believe he is ſincere? Will they not think his 
h to Recantation looſely drawn in Favour of him, to make 
theſſ it a Recantation in Appearance only? Or, if it be in the 
off ſtrongeſt Words, Will he not, if he ſubmit to it, be ſuſ- 
ader peed to equivocate © Will they not expect the Reaſons 
ould of his Change ? Will they not zſk (if he ſays no more 
be · ¶ for the Orthedex Side than has been ſaid before ) Why, 
od if theſe Reaſons are convincing now, he did not think 
wn them ſo before? Will they not conclude, that fe him 
they are inconcluſive ſtill, unleſs he can find better Rea- 
ex" ſons than the beſt that had been cffered him? Which I 
re take to be a Contradiction. And will it not be argued 
vn from thence, that he is not changed? That it is thePuniſh- 
ment only, and not his Opinions, he would leave? So 
SE that, if he continues in his Opinious, he will lie under all 
te D 2 the 
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the Infamy and Puniſhment of Hereſy ; and if he do. g 
mt, yet it will be fuppoſed he does. He is puniſhed f uc 
ary vn. to his Conſcience ; and, if he would lea 
the Hereſy imputed to him, he will be ſaid to act agamh 
his Conſcience ; and perhaps be reputed a worſe Mc 
than he was before. Thus in all Events: Once a H. 
retick, and always miferable. "The Reputation (chang ou 
or not) is never to be retrieved ; no Preferment or Em 
ployment to be hoped for. He will always be ſuſpeAtet 
of Hereſy, who is once guilty ; and his Wife and Chil 
dren muſt ſee him the perpetual Subject of Reproac 
and Obloquy ; and feel it too; Feel it in their Character 
feel it in their Maintenance ; as if the Children of an 
Heretict were a Brood of Monfters, a Nuſance to the 


Th Theſe Misfortunes a Man of the moſt unblemiſped I ai, 


9 5 Life may draw upon himſelf and Family, if he will ben 
= =meddling with ſo dangerous a Study, and cannot in Con- 
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te vilen, lewde/?, moſt immoral Wretch upon Earth is 
in no Danger of. The greateſt Immoralities, nay, a 


” $ 
* % y 
v:I 
= 
” 
— 
* 
1 
F 
= . 
* A 
* 
* 
* 3 
+ 
* 
- 7 F 
* 
H 
4 
* 
% * 
0 3 
7 
45 
7 
ET 
4 
* 
- 
. 
= = 
ON 
2 - 
* 
* 
* 
7 * 
= 
. 4 
A 
* 
"x - 
1 % 
. 
8 
mY 
* 
. 


TY 
p TT ., 


ſetence diflemble the Refult of it. Misfortunes, which (4 


long Cour ſe of them, ſhall oftentimes eſcape unpuniſhed ; 
eſpecially if a Man be very Orthodox: But, if they do 
not, the Puniſhment extends only to the Perſon of the 
Offender. It derives no Infamy on himſelf if he reforms, 
nor on his Children if he do not. They are rather piti- 
ed for having ſuch a Father, and every Body is willing 
to be kind to them. Who now, after this, can be fond 
of a Study that may bring on him, let him be never ſo 
innocent, ſuch a Load of Miſery and Infamy, a Load 
without Meaſure, and without End ? And if this will 

be 
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dodl- the Conſequence of Excommunication, tell me how 
 follluch better it is than Perſecution? : 
But you will ſay, that it is poſſible a Man's Studies 


ould, yet it is not very eaſy to convie? a Heretich, or 


ough ; as to the other, I confeſs it is not very eaſy to 

iet a Man of Hereſy, The Law ſeems to be deficrent 
this Point: But who knows how ſoon: thisDefeCt may 

ſupplied by a new Law? And, in the mean 
ime, it may be difficult indeed to convict a Man of 
zrefy ; but perhaps it may be found not to be zmpoſſeble. 
nd if it ſhould, it is but changing the Word, and the 


Defc& in the Laws, he cannot be convicted of Herefy, 
> may however be convicted of Writing or Speaking 
PedQ ninf{ the eſtabliſhed Doctrine of the Church; and that 
be il draw on him all the ſame Conſequences, that Here- 
ni would do. For Hereſy is the oppoſing the Doctrine 
the Catholick Church: But the Doctrine of the effa- 
ed Church will readily be ſuppoſed to be the Doctrine 
the Catholict Church; and therefore to oppoſe the 
ctrine of one is in Effect to oppoſe both. So that a Man 
do u be deemed a Hereticł to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
he d ſentenced to the ſame Puniſhment; though in the 
15, Intence itſelf, for his Comfort, the Word Hereſy may 

11 left out. 
But you are willing to think the Temper of the En- 
Clergy more moderate, and the Generality of them 
ſe to every Thing that looks like the Spirit 
as the Ruining of a good Man, meerly for 
1 Opinion, muſt be allowed to do. I wiſh you may 
find 


jay not lead him into any heretical Opinion; and if they 


ſay what is Hereſy. To the firft, I have already faid 


fender may be come upon eaſy enough. If, through 


=4 
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it ſo, if ever there ſhould be. Occaſion. I confeſs ther 
has appeared a goed Spirit, a very Humane and Chriſtia 
Temper in ſome late Writings, where perhaps it wa 


not much expected; but, for all that, I muſt beg Leave 


to differ from you. If indeed no one would judge in 
Cauſe he did not underſtand ; if no one were allowed te 


underftand aCauſe of Hereſy, but who was a good Judge 


of the Senſe of Scripture and of Primitive Antiquity ; if ni 
one were eſteemed to know Scripture and Antiquity 
but thoſe who had fudied them well, who had read then 
carefully with their ozun Eyes, and did not take the Senſ 
of them pen Truſt from modern Writers; If the Argu 
ments for his Opinion were to be examined, before hisQpi 
nion were condemned; if a Man, before he gave hi 
Vote, were to lay his Hand upon his Heart, and declar 
himſelf thus qualified to judge; that he had conſidere 
the Matter, and would ſpeak nothing but what he tho't 
On theſe Suppolitions, I am apt to think, a Number 

Judges would not very eaſily be found; and when the 
were, it may reaſonably be preſumed, that they would n 

be very apt to condemn. They would be ſenfible the! 
was Room for honeſt Minds to be miſled, from wh 


they had read and obſerved themſelves; they wor 


know that there is more to be ſaid on the other Sid: 
than theGenerality at all dream of; they would be cat 
ful how they diſcouraged Learning, by diſcouraging t 
Enquiries of learned Men. They would be very vu 
willing a Man ſhould ſuffer by their Sentence, whe 
Life they are ſure is innocent and virtuous, but whe 
Opinions they ert be ſo ſure are falſe and dangero 


They know Diſcouragement in Learning and Virtue 


be of ſuch ill Conſequence, that a Man's Opinions m 
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very bad indeed, to make it neceſſary to come to ſuch 
xtremities, But give me Leave to ſay, you have no - 'Y 
Reaſon to expect ſuch Judges, or ſuch a Backwardneſs =. 
J judge. It is always ſuppoſed, that the Doctrine of the - 
;hurch you are of, is right; that it is the Doctrine of 


. eripture and Antiquity, And this, every body thinks, 
dg e underſtands. So that little Learning or Reading is & 


eceſſary, to make any Clergyman a Judge over the 
arnedeſt Man alive. 
Another Thing, I take Leave to tell you, is, that { 
noſt Men think they can do con/cientioufly whatever they 7 
an do legally. Men of refined and exalted Under ſtandings, 4 
Irho have a large Compaſs of Thought, and have looked 
to the Principle of Things, know that writte Laws 19 
e but Deductions of the Law of Nature, which is prior r 
J all human Inſtitutions: That theſe ſometimes deviate | 
rom that wnwritten Law ; and, when they do, are of no 
eal intrinſick Authority. They know that a Thing is 1 
jot juſt and reaſonable, becauſe it is enactad, but, in Ins. 
ood Governments, is enacted, becauſe it is juſt and rea- * 
able. They know that Laws are ſometimes obtained 
Sy Surprize or Corruption, by Party- management, by 
raft or Superſtition. They know that Penal Laws, in 
Matters of Religion, are ſeldom adviſable. They would 
Wot eaſily contribute to the making them; and, when 
hey are made, would be glad to have them generally lie 


y uffermant. They know no Authority of Man can alter the 
whe Nature of Things, or juſtify a cruel or wyjuft Sentence in 
whclde Sight of God. They are ſure, that, if to puniſh 
erou en for their Opinions be not very right, there is no 

Medium, it muſt be very wrong. Itq́; publick Robbery 


r Murder, to deprive a Man of his Life or Goods for 
his 
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bis Religion ; '3 pe Rs: one do fo, as well 
al. 
— anda ps may think in this Manner, but 
muſt be Men of refined and exalted Underſtandings; 
therefore muſt be very few. The Generality think the 
may do ay, whatever they can do legally. And it i 
no doubt, for them, a good Rule. They cannot judy 
of the Nature of Things for themſelves ; and therefe 
the Law is the moſt proper Guide and Direction ti 
can have, 

As long therefore as there are Laws to puniſh t 
2 Opinions, or ſuch as oppoſe the gſtal 
liſhed Detirines ; you may depend on it, they will not | 
ſuffered to lie dormant. 

There will never be wanting great Numbers, wh 
will call aloud to have them put in Execution; and th 
will think their Zeal, in this Matter, the beft Service the 
can do the Church. 

This is human Nature: Thus it has been in all Time: 
And no Experience of the Miſchief done to Chriſtianity 
by a Forwardneſs to pronounce Anathema's on thok 
who diſſent from the received Opinions, will make u 
wiſer. It may, I doubt not, be ated with t 
greateft Evidence, that all Chri/tian Churches have ſuffe 
ed more by their Zeal for Orthodoxy, and by the vio 


ur 
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methods taken to promote it, that from the utmoſt Ef," 


forts of their greate// Enemies. But, for all that, tl 
World will ſtill think the ſame Methods neceſſary. 
fame Zeal will prompt to the ſame Per/ecutions 0 
Proſecutions (call them which you will.) without co 
fidering the ſam Matter muſt neceſſarily produce, 
long run, the ſame fatal Conſequences. , 
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And was not their Skill, in tbeſe Sciences, the'E *y 
their great and conſtant Application to them Was na 
that Time ſpent in theſe Studies, 'that 5 think Had 
bave been applied to "Seu of the Serih tres? On the 
other Hand, take out two 2 from 10 gieat a Body 
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Men who contribute to Ge e Bd and 
do ſo far diſcourage the Study of the e Seripturer, NG 
they pretend. 
In Truth, there is nothing more abſurd, than to 

the glorious Things we do daily of the Scriptures 3 a 

at ee + make the Study of them to Men 

Vohaf! I - ſo extremely hazardous 
22 inconvent 
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eit Sulcteſſors ein defend their re to thein, on 
they Principle 
If then we are concerned for the Study of the dcr 
8 miu; if we in eurneſt think them the andy 
| Faith ; let us act if thought ſo: Let us 
nde ot y encourage a free and impartial Study of them ; 
us lay afide'that 2 hignant, arbitrary, per ſecuting, popiſh 
Woe : Let us put no Fetters on Men's Under 
or any other Bourids to their Enquiries, but what G 
4... rd Truth have ſet. Let us, if we would not give up the 
men rteant Principle, that the Scripturer are plain and clear 
be neceſſary Articles, — to be mann but 
hat is clearly revealed in thom. 
ben may we hope to ſee the Study of theſe dine 
books ho pily eultivated by the united Labours of the 
Learned, when utider noDiſcouragements; that all may, 
the Main, agree in the true Meaning of them. Places 
at can be underſtood, they will agree in underſtanding a- 
ke; ſuch atleaſt as are of Corftquence to the Faith. 
nd, for ſuch às are tas obſcure to be cleared uf with any 
wh rainy, thoſe likewiſe they wi about, and una- 
oe imouſly confeſs they are ſuch äs 2 Article of Faith can 
e, W grounded upon, by proved from. Next to the underſtan- 
deſehing a Text of Scripture, is to know it cannot cer- 
ammly be undetftood. When the clear and dark Parts of 
ipture are thus diſtinguiſhed, an Unity may then rea- 
$nably be hoped for among Pretgſfants in nec Points; 
da Difference of Opinion, in ſuch as are not neceſſary, can 
we no Manner of ill Conſequence, nor any Way diſturb 
he Peace of the Church ; ſince there will then be no- 
Ning left im it's Doctrines, to inlam Men's Paſſions, or 
d their corrupt Initere/is, when we are all agreed about 
be what is e/ential to Religion; and what is not eſſential is 
An looked 


41.9 
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looked on 2s indifſerebt ic Met a Man may take 
Side, or the ot ber, or nber, u cke, as be 
Reaſon, without Offehee; + | 
Upon the Whole, — impartialStudy of the Ser 
tures either ought to be encouraged, or it ought not. The 
is no Medium; and therefore thoſe who are againſt oneSid! 
which ever it be, are neceſſarily E ſpouſers of the other 
Thoſe, who think it ought not to be encouraged, will, 
hope, think it no Injury to be thought to defend their 
pinion upon ſuch Reafonz-as have been here brought for ie 
*till they give better On the other Hand, thoſe w 
think theſe Reaſons inconcluſive, and cannot find bette 
will find themſelves obliged to confeſs, that ſuch a Stud y 
ought to be encouraged ; and conſequently muſt tak 
1 Care how they are acceſſory to ſuch Practices, as in theiff”* 
3% = natural Conſequence cannot but tend to it's Diſcourageſſs, 
* _» ment; left they come into the Condemnation of tho 
who love Darkneſs rather than Light, and, for their Puniſ 
ment, be finally adjudged to ĩit: There is, in this Caſe, n 
other Medium, betwen Enceuraging and Diſcouragingf 
but what there is between Light and Darkne/s. Everſ0 
Degree of Darkneſs is a Want of ſo. much Light: An; 
all Want of Light, is a certain Degree of Darkneſs. Ti 2 
refuſe then a greater Degree of Light, where it can bt 
had, is, in Truth, to prefer Darkneſs: Which, in m i 
humble Opinion, can never be reaſonable. or excuſableſſa 
T hoſe, who are of another Mind, plainly difiruft tbemſelvao 
or their Cauſe, Which if it can bear the Light, wh 
ſhould it not be ſhewn in it? But, if it cannot, it is no 
the Cauſe of God, or of the Son ef Gd: For Ged is Light 
21 308 and in him is no Darkneſs ; and the Son of God is ** tru 
= + Light, which lighteth 3 0, that cometh into the Morin 
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Books to be fold by D. Goolin. 
Duardes Body of Divinity, 2 vol. Favs 
F Book of Martyrs. Moor's Theological 
orks, 3 vol. Folio. Whitby on the New- 
eſtament, 2 vol. Mhatſon's Body of Di- 
nity. Dr. Samuel Clarꝭ's Sermons, 10 vol. 
urce on St. Paul's Epiſtles. Doodridge on 
e Acts. Clark on the Trinity. Stanbope's 
piſtles and Goſpel, 4 vol. Stanbope's Ser- 
ons. Ambros's Prima, Media, Ultima. 
er's Sermons, 4 vol. Social Religion. 
Perlock on Providence. Morr:s's Sermons. 
ollings's ancient Hiſtory 10 vol. Montaigne 
flays. Lardner's Goſpel Hiſtory. Dupin's 
Hethod of ſtudying Divinity. Pope's Ho- 
s Illiads. Lock on the Epiſtles. Coles on 
od's Soveraignty. Edwards's Doctrines 
Pntroverted. Bently's Sermons - at Byles's 
ture. Bp. Burnet's Abridgment of the 
ſtory of the Reformation, in 3 vol. Pri- 
aux's Connections, 4 vol, Berry-ſtreet Ser» 
ons, 2 vol. Owen's Enquiry into the State 
the Churches. Evan's Sermons, 2 vol. 
bs Practice of Phyſick. Turner's Syphi- 
nuf. A celebrated Charge delivered at the Or- 
nation of four Min iſters in the Weſt of Eñg- 
nd; By the Rev. Mr. WILEIAM PRIOR. 
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